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REPORT. 


To  thet Inhabitants  of  Mendon : 

We  herewith  [submit  to  you  our  Annual  Report  relating  to 
the  schools  of  which  we  have  had  charge  during  the  past 
year. 

The  common  school  system  of  this  Commonwealth,  though 
by  no  means  perfect,  nor  so  comprehensive  in  some  respects 
as  that  of  several  other  states,  is  nevertheless,  a  source  of 
just  pride  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts.  Its  foundations 
were  laid  in  her  infantile  years  of  weakness  and  poverty,  and 
furnished  the  germ  from  whence  has  sprung  all  the  systems 
of  popular  education  in  the  country.  To  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  the  Massachusetts  Colony  belongs  the  honor  of  inaugura¬ 
ting  the  grandest  educational  movement  of  the  world.  They 
conceived  the  idea  of  training  up  “  the  whole  body  of  the 
people  to  industry,  to  intelligence,  to  virtue  and  to  independ¬ 
ent  thought/7  As  early  as  1642,  the  General  Court,  says 
Horace  Mann,  “  enjoined  upon  the  municipal  authorities,  the 
duty  of  seeing  that  every  child  within  their  respective  juris¬ 
dictions  should  be  educated.77  But  this  enactment  did  not 
make  the  support  of  schools  obligatory  upon  the  towns. 
Hence,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  people,  the  scantiness  of 
the  population,  and  the  dangers  that  threatened  the  youthful 
colony,  it  is  very  probable  that  its  provisions  were  disregard¬ 
ed  by  some  of  the  towns.  But  the  government  of  the  colony, 
was  unwilling  that  any  child  should  grow  up  in  ignorance,  and 
therefore  in  1647,  they  passed  an  Act  that  made  “  the  support 
of  schools  compulsory,  and  education  both  universal  and  free.77 
It  was  in  these  words,  viz  : — 

“  It  is  ordered  that  every  township  in  this  jurisdiction,  after 
the  Lord  hath  increased  them  to  the  number  of  fifty  house- 
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holders,  shall  then  forthwith  appoint  one  within  their  town  to 
teach  all  such  children  as  shall  resort  to  him,  to  read  and 
write,  whose  wages  shall  be  paid  either  by  the  parents  or  mas¬ 
ters  of  such  children,  or  the  inhabitants  in  general,  by  way 
of  supply,  as  the  major  part  of  those  that  order  the  pruden¬ 
tials  of  the  town  shall  appoint ;  'provided ,  those  that  send 
their  children  be  not  oppressed  by  paying  much  more  than 
they  can  have  them  taught  for  in  other  towns  ;  and  it  is  fur¬ 
ther  ordered,  that  where  any  town  shall  increase  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  one  hundred  families  or  householders,  they  shall  set 
up  a  Grammar  School,  the  master  thereof  being  able  to  in¬ 
struct  youth  so  far  as  they  may  fit  for  the  University ;  provi¬ 
ded,  that  if  any  town  neglect  the  performance  hereof  above 
one  year,  that  every  such  town  shall  pay  five  pounds  to  the 
next  school  till  they  shall  perform  this  order.” 

This  law  comprehended  a  far  more  thorough  course  of  in¬ 
struction  than  has  since  been  sustained.  Our  schools  now 
rest  upon  a  narrower  basis,  than  was  laid  by  the  founders  of 
our  state.  The  term  “Grammar  School,”  which  they  then 
used,  embodied  in  it  ail  that  is  now  meant  by  a  High  School. 
They  intended  by  it  a  school  where  the  ancient  languages 
should  be  taught,  and  the  young  could  be  “fit  for  the  Uni¬ 
versity.”  If  that  law  was  in  full  force  to  day,  there  would 
probably  be  less  than  a  score  of  towns,  within  our  borders, 
where  a  pupil  could  not  be  fitted  for  college.  How  lamentable, 
that  in  her  abundant  wealth  in  later  years,  the  state  has  nar¬ 
rowed  the  educational  foundations  laid  in  her  pecuniary  weak¬ 
ness.  When  we  consider  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
law  of  1647  was  enacted,  we  can  but  realize  the  nobleness  of 
soul,  and  the  self  sacrificing  spirit  of  our  patriotic  and  pious 
progenitors.  We  have  great  reason  to  be  grateful  to  God  and 
man,  for  a  measure  that  has  been  fraught  with  such  countless 
blessings  to  the  human  race,  and  which  will  eventually  elevate 
and  improve  the  character  of  the  whole  world.  And  if  we 
duly  appreciate  the  educational  privileges  we  now  enjoy, 
through  the  far-seeing  wisdom  of  our  fathers,  we  shall  never 


relax  our  efforts  to  perpetuate  the  glorious  system  of  free 
schools  they  created,  by  generous  appropriations  in  aid  of  our 
schools. 

Yet  there  are  those,  who  owe  almost  every  thing  they 
possess  to  our  common  schools,  who  nevertheless  begrudge 
the  few  cents  or  dollars,  they  are  required  to  pay  for  their 
support.  Even  some,  who  pay  only  a  poll  tax,  and  who  have 
a  family  of  children  to  educate,  and  whose  taxes  cannot  be 
increased  or  lessened  a  single  mill,  by  the  appropriation, 
eagerly  vote  for  a  reduction,  or  oppose  any  increase.  Some 
indeed,  who  are  blessed  with  ample  means,  deny  the  right  of 
the  town  to  tax  them  for  the  education  of  other  people’s  chil¬ 
dren,  little  considering  that  whatever  blesses  the  community 
at  large,  really  blesses  them.  But  if  they  will  look  at  the 
matter  in  all  its  aspects,  they  will  see,  we  think,  that  it  is  right 
for  them  to  assist  in  preparing  their  neighbors’  children,  for 
useful  and  honorable  members  of  society.  Every  dollar,  spent 
in  the  proper  education  of  the  young,  increases  the  safeguards 
of  the  community,  and  is  really  an  investment  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  life  and  property,  and  also  diminishes  the  cost  of  the 
criminal  code.  In  fact,  every  dollar,  spent  for  educational 
purposes,  enhances  the  value  of  the  real  estate,  in  that  town, 
to  an  extent  far  greater  than  the  amount  of  the  tax  paid. 
The  farms  in  this  town  would  speedily  depreciate  in  value  it 
our  schools  should  be  abolished,  and  the  young  should  grow 
up  in  ignorance.  Who  can  calculate  the  loss  that  such  a 
course  would  entail  upon  us  ?  It  will  cost  much  less  to  have 
good  schools  than  it  will  to  do  without  them.  The  blessings 
of  a  free  government  can  only  be  continued  by  hearty  and  un¬ 
selfish  provisions  for  the  education  of  the  masses  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Therefore  every  patriotic  and  philanthropic  aspiration 
calls  upon  us  to  maintain  and  increase  the  efficiency  of  our 
schools. 

We  know  full  well  that  the  tax  paid  to  support  our  schools 
the  length  of  time  the  statute  requires,  is  somewhat  burden¬ 
some  to  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  smaller  and  less 
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wealthy  towns.  The  state  still  demands,  as  it  did  more  than 
two  hundred  years  ago,  that  every  child  within  its  borders, 
shall  be  educated.  And  so  long  as  the  state  makes  this  re¬ 
quirement,  it  ought  to  see  that  every  child  has  equal  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  acquiring  an  education  ;  and  if  the  town  is  too 
poor  to  provide  the  means,  the  state  should  do  so.  Some 
children  receive  forty  or  more  weeks  of  schooling,  per  year, 
while  others  do  not  receive  much  more  than  half  that  amount. 
Hence  the  school  privileges  of  the  children  in  different  lo¬ 
calities  are  very  unequal.  Now,  if  the  state  has  the  right  to 
say  that  every  child  shall  be  prepared  for  the  responsible  du¬ 
ties  of  an  American  citizen,  it  has  also  the  right  to  say  that 
all  shall  be  as  equally  prepared  as  possible.  If  the  state  has 
the  right  to  say  that  the  wealthy  citizen  of  the  town,  who  has 
no  children,  shall  help  educate  the  children  of  his  poorer 
neighbor,  it  has  also  the  right  to  say  that  the  wealthier  towns 
and  cities  shall  assist  the  poorer  in  maintaining  schools  as 
good  as  the  most  favored  enjoy.  And  therefore,  in  order  to 
make  the  educational  privileges  of  the  young  more  nearly 
equal,  we  need  a  change  in  the  method  of  raising  money  for 
the  support  of  schools.  Instead  of  each  city  and  town  being 
separately  assessed  for  school  purposes  as  now,  a  general 
state  tax  should  be  levied  upon  all  the  taxable  property  ;  and 
when  collected  should  be  apportioned  among  the  different 
municipalities  of  the  state,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  school 
advantages  of  each  child  would  be  as  nearly  equal  as  possible. 
This  is  really  no  new  principle,  because  for  certain  purposes 
a  state  tax  is  now  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  all  share 
equally  in  the  benefits  resulting  therefrom. 

To  show  how  unequal  is  the  present  method  of  appropria¬ 
tions  for  schools,  we  will  here  introduce  a  few  statistics,  taken 
from  the  39th  report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  for  the 
school  year  of  1874-5,  the  latest  we  have  in  our  possession. 
The  little  town  of  Shutesbury,  with  a  population  of  only 
558,  raises  7.28  mills  on  every  dollar  of  her  valuation,  for  the 
support  of  schools,  and  stands  No.  1  among  341  cities  and 
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towns  in  the  state  in  that  respect ;  while  Boston,  with  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  341,919,  raises  only  1.8  mills  for  a  like  purpose,  and 
ranks  No.  327  in  the  state.  Gay  Head,  with  the  small  popu¬ 
lation  of  216,  raises  6.79  mills  on  each  dollar  of  her  valuation, 
and  ranks  No.  2  in  the  state;  while  Lowell,  with  49,677  in¬ 
habitants,  raises  but  2.86  mills,  on  each  dollar  of  her  valua¬ 
tion,  for  the  education  of  her  children,  and  ranks  No.  242  in 
the  state.  The  town  of  Monroe,  with  the  sparse  population 
of  190,  raises  6.12  mills  per  dollar,  on  her  valuation,  and  takes 
the  honorable  rank  of  No.  8  in  the  state  ;  while  Worcester 
with  its  49,265  inhabitants,  raises  but  2.82  mills,  and  ranks  247, 
in  the  state.  Mendon,  with  1,176  inhabitants,  raises  3.04  mills 
per  dollar,  on  her  valuation,  and  ranks  213  in  the  state ;  while 
Fall  River  with  45,296  inhabitants,  raises  but  1.3  mills  per 
dollar,  on  her  valuation,  for  educational  purposes,  and  ranks 
337  in  the  state.  Many  similar  inequalities,  between  the  smaller 
and  larger  municipalities,  might  be  quoted.  Now  we  can  see 
no  good  reason  why  the  poor  and  sparsely  populated  towns 
should  be  taxed  so  much  more  heavily  than  the  wealthy  and 
populous  ones,  for  educational  purposes.  Because  wealth  is 
concentrating  in  a  few  localities,  should  that  wealth  be  exempt 
from  its  just  and  equitable  proportion  of  the  tax  needed  for 
the  education  of  all  the  children  of  the  state  ?  Ought  a  citi¬ 
zen  of  Shutesbury,  to  be  taxed  four  timps  as  much  to  educate 
his  children  as  is  a  citizen  of  Boston,  and  even  then  not  have 
so  good  schools?  We  commend  this  matter  to  the  serious  at¬ 
tention,  of  all  thoughtful  people.  And  when  duly  considered, 
we  are  sure  they  will  see  the  justice  of  some  such  system  of 
taxation,  for  school  purposes,  as  we  have  indicated.  It  is  but 
carrying  out  fully  the  plan  adopted  by  the  state  years  ago, 
when  it  decided  that  the  rich  should  pay  their  just  proportion 
for  the  education  of  the  poor. 

General  Remarks.  Ten  different  teachers  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  during  the  year,  three  males  and  seven  females,  viz : — 
Frank  C.  Meserve,  of  Hopkinton  ;  Edward  Dixon,  and  George 
A.  Thayer,  of  Mendon  ;  Nellie  H.  Greene,  of  Shrewsbury ; 
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Minnie  B.  Noyes,  of  Methuen  ;  Mary  A.  Esty,  CoraE.  Gaskill, 
Lucinda  M.  Gaskill,  Anna  A.  Aldrich,  and  Flora  Freeman,  of 
Mendon. 

Five  of  these,  Mr.  Meserve,  Mr.  Dixon,  Miss  Greene,  Miss 
Esty,  and  Miss  Freeman,  were  in  charge  of  their  respective 
schools  for  the  entire  year.  Mr.  Meserve,  and  Mr.  Dixon 
were  the  only  ones  who  had  not  previously  taught  in  town. 
The  progress  of  the  schools  has,  in  general,  been  good,  though 
on  the  whole  perhaps,  not  so  marked  as  in  some  previous 
years.  A  very  good  degree  of  harmony  has  prevailed  be¬ 
tween  the  teachers  and  the  taught,  and  so  far  as  we  know,  a 
generous  confidence  has  been  awarded  the  teachers,  by  the 
parents.  We  have  heard  almost  no  complaint,  from  any  source, 
relative  to  the  management  of  the  schools.  This  is  not  of  course 
an  index  that  every  thing  is  in  the  most  prosperous  condition, 
but  is  generally  a  pretty  sure  proof  that  there  is  no  serious 
trouble  calculated  to  mar  their  efficiency.  We  do  not,  however, 
suppose  that  each  teacher  gave  perfect  satisfaction  to  all.  But 
as  it  was  manifest  that  each  teacher  was  trying  to  do  the  best 
he  or  she  could,  for  the  advancement  of  the  pupils,  it  was  the 
wiser  course  to  say  or  do  nothing  which  should  impair  their 
usefulness.  No  school  can  progress,  as  it  should,  where  there 
is  any  serious  antagonism  between  the  different  parties  who 
should  work  together  for  the  best  results.  As  the  great  ob¬ 
ject  to  be  attained  becomes  better  understood  by  parents, 
and  scholars,  there  will  be  a  more  hearty  co-operation  with 
teachers  and  superintendent,  in  all  that  will  promote  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  schools.  Parents  and  children  are  begining  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  although  the  teacher  is  not  the  best  that  could 
have  been  secured,  he  is  indeed  the  teacher ,  and  as  such, 
should  receive  all  the  assistance  they  can  render  him  in  the 
performance  of  his  arduous  duties.  We  believe  this  to  have 
been  the  case  for  the  past  year  and  are  very  thankful  for  it. 

All  our  schools,  ''with  the  exception  of  the  High  School, 
have  been  in  session  three  terms,  although  to  bring  about  this 
result,  the  teacher  of  the  No.  4  school,  Miss  Greene,  as  she 
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did  last  year,  most  generously  gave  the  town  her  services  for 
two  weeks,  thus  making  her  school  of  thirty  weeks  duration. 
The  Grammar  School  was  cut  short  one  week  in  the  winter 
term,  and  closed  without  any  special  examination,  on  account 
of  the  advent  of  the  measles  among  the  scholars.  The  No. 

6  school  was  obliged  to  suspend  operations  in  the  middle  of 
the  winter  term,  for  three  weeks,  for  the  same  reason,  and  its 
success  was  very  materially  impaired  in  consequence.  The 
No.  3  school  was  also  interfered  with  during  the  spring  term, 
by  the  severe  disease  that  was  so  prevalent  and  fatal  among 
the  children  the  previous  winter.*  The  High  School  con¬ 
tinued  only  twenty-one  weeks  and  three  days,  the  shortest 
period  it  has  kept  since  its  organization.  The  superintend¬ 
ent  was  not  notified  of  the  close  of  the  No.  6  school,  spring 
term,  until  Thursday  night,  and  the  examination  was  fixed  for 
Saturday.  He  had  previously  arranged  to  examine  two  schools 
on  Saturday,  and  one  on  Friday,  so  that  he  did  not  attend  the 
closing  exercises.  The  day  fixed  for  the  examination  of  the 
No.  5  winter  school  proved  to  be  a  very  stormy  one.  The  • 
snow  was  so  badly  drifted,  that  neither  the  scholars  nor  the 
superintendent  attempted  to  reach  the  school-house  ;  and  it 
was  not  deemed  best  to  again  call  the  school  together. 

It  was  a  source  of  great  regret  to  the  superintendent,  that 
Miss  Noyes  retired  from  the  Primary  School,  at  the  close  of 
the  Fall  term.  She  had  a  most  wonderful  faculty  of  interest¬ 
ing  her  pupils  and  of  securing  their  attention  during  the  reci¬ 
tation.  Her’s  was  indeed  a  wide  awake  school.  We  do  not 
know  whether  her  services  could  have  been  retained  by  pe¬ 
cuniary  considerations  or  not.  If  they  could,  a  little  more 
money  in  that  direction  would  have  been  wisely  expended. 

We  shall  also  for  the  coming  year  lose  the  services  of  the 
deservedly  popular  and  efficient  teacher,  who  for  three  years 
past  has  had  charge  of  the  No.  4  school,  Miss  Greene.  Of 
her  unselfish  and  devoted  labors,  we  spoke  at  some  length  in 

*Two  of  the  members  of  this  school  were  removed  hy  death,  viz:— Joseph  Martin 
and  Harriet  Martin. 
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our  last  report,  and  need  not  here  repeat.  Her  connection 
with  the  school  will  be  a  sunny  spot  in  the  memory  of  her 
pupils.  In  every  respect  her  influence  upon  them  was  of  the 
most,  pure  and  elevated  character.  By  following  her  example 
they  will  never  fall  into  any  bad  habits. 

We  were  pleased  to  notice  that  the  walls  of  several  of  the 
school-rooms,  after  the  example  set  by  the  teacher  of  No.  4, 
have  been  decorated  by  pictures,  and  the  windows  have  been 
graced  with  cultivated  flowers,  and  thus  were  made  attractive 
to  the  children,  besides  having  a  refining  influence  upon  them. 
We  shall  be  glad  when  all  our  school  rooms  shall  in  like 
manner  be  similarly  embellished. 

We  noticed  with  much  satisfaction,  some  very  finely  execu¬ 
ted  specimens  of  drawing  on  the  black-board  at  the  close  of 
the  Fall  term  of  the  Primary  School.  They  were  very  credi¬ 
table  to  the  artistic  skill  of  the  young  pupils.  In  several  of 
the  other  schools  the  drawing  books  showed  very  marked  tal¬ 
ent  in  this  direction.  In  several  of  the  schools  vocal  music 
•  has  been  taught  with  excellent  results.  In  the  High,  Gram¬ 
mar,  No.  4  and  No.  6,  schools,  the  scholars  have  been  greatly 
assisted  in  this  art  by  the  use  of  cabinet  organs.  We  regret 
that  all  our  teachers  have  not  been  fully  competent  to  give 
instruction  in  this  most  interesting  and  elevating  exercise. 

High  School.  By  a  vote  of  the  committee  the  superin¬ 
tendent  was  directed  not  to  admit  into  the  High  School  any 
applicants,  unless,  they  were  qualified  to  enter  the  class  ad¬ 
mitted  the  year  previous.  The  result  was  that  no  scholar 
was  promoted  from  the  lower  grade  of  schools.  Some  of 
them,  who  had  confidently  calculated  upon  admission,  and 
were  fully  up  to  the  requirements  of  previous  years,  were 
sadly  disappointed  in  being  thus  unexpectedly  excluded.  The 
matter  however,  was  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  the  su¬ 
perintendent.  As  the  agent  of  the  committee  he  was  obliged 
to  execute  their  wishes  in  the  matter,  and  bow  to  their 
superior  wisdom.  The  practical  result  was  that  the  school 
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has  been  smaller  during  the  year,  than  ever  before  since  its 
establishment,  because  more  of  the  older  scholars  did  not  re¬ 
turn  to  the  school.  A  teacher,  qualified  for  the  position,  can 
instruct  a  larger  number  than  were  present  the  past  year. 
The  drill  and  discipline  of  such  a  school,  if  what  it  ought  to 
be,  would  be  more  valuable  to  those  qualified  to  enter,  than 
what  they  would  have  received  in  the  lower  grade.  It  would 
therefore  seem  desirable  that  the  school  should  be  as  large  as 
can  be  successfully  managed  by  a  single  teacher* 

We  think  some  of  the  scholars  made  a  great  mistake  in 
studying  Latin,  while  so  deficient  in  some  of  the  practical 
English  branches,  especially,  those  who  do  not  intend  to  pur¬ 
sue  a  classical  course  of  study.  We  so  expressed  ourselves 
when  we  visited  the  school.  Some  scholars  seem  to  think 
that  if  they  have  a  little  smattering  of  Latin  they  must  of 
course  be  very  learned,  and  fitted  for  any  pursuit  in  life.  A 
fatal  mistake. 

At  the  close  of  the  winter  term  several  original  essays  were 
read  that  did  great  credit  to  the  writers  ;  and  an  oration  was 
delivered,  which  evinced  much  thought  and  practical  wisdom 
on  the  part  of  the  author.  The  essays  and  the  oration  were 
only  the  harbingers  of  better  things  yet  to  come  from  the 
same  sources,  and  they  were  a  convincing  proof  of' the  utility 
of  the  school. 

Our  attention  was  several  times  called,  by  the  janitor  of 
the  school-room,  to  the  injury  and  destruction  of  the  furni¬ 
ture  therein,  and  especially  to  its  untidy  and  slovenly  appear¬ 
ance.  We  are  sorry  to  allude  to  this  matter,  and  only  do  it 
with  the  hope  of  correcting  the  evil.  Surely  the  members  of 
this  school  ought  to  have  enough  respect  for  the  hand  that 
provides  them  such  educational  advantages,  not  to  wantonly 
injure  the  property  of  the  town.  Perhaps,  in  most  cases,  it 
was  thoughtlessly  or  carelessly  done.  Possibly  the  same  re¬ 
mark  will  apply  to  the  lack  of  neatness  of  the  room,  at  times. 
But  certain  it  is  that  no  school-room  has  presented  so  un¬ 
sightly  an  appearance  as  we  have  seen  here  at  the  close  of  a 


12 


day’s  session.  The  space  under  the  benches  was  strown  with 
bits  of  note  papei^  and  pieces  of  crayon  were  scattered  all 
over  the  floor,  and  trodden  to  powder.  We  are  confident 
that  a  little  faithful  admonition  and  energetic  action,  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher,  would  have  kept  the  room  in  a  more  or¬ 
derly  condition. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1868,  the  town  11  voted  to  establish  a 
High  School,  to  be  kept  for  the  benefit  of  all  its  inhabitants.” 
Four  hundred  dollars  were  appropriated  for  the  support  of 
the  same,  and  the  selectmen  and  school  committee  were  au¬ 
thorized  to  provide  a  suitable  room  for  the  accomodation  of 
the  school.  The  Town  Hall  was  selected,  and  the  school 
opened  on  the  31st.  of  August,  of  that  year  ;  and  has  been 
kept,  on  an  average,  a  little  more  than  twenty-two  weeks  each 
year,  during  the  autumn  and  winter.  We  have  now  reached 
the  close  of  the  first  decade  of  its  existence,  and  are  prepared 
to  form  a  pretty  good  estimate  of  its  value.  From  the  start, 
it  had  many  opponents,  who  thought  it  was  entailing  a  need¬ 
less  expense  upon  the  tax-payers.  But  it  has  been  sustained, 
and  has  proved  its  right  to  exist.  It  has  demonstrated  its  use¬ 
fulness,  and  commanded  the  approval  of  some  of  its  original 
•opponents.  As  the  town  is  not  obliged  to  support  such  a 
school,  it  is  all  the  more  to  its  honor  that  it  has  so  unanimous¬ 
ly  voted  to  continue  its  existence.  Future  generations  will 
thank  them  as  heartily  for  this  vote,  as  do  the  recipients- of  its 
blessings  for  the  vote  that  created  the  school. 

The  close  of  the  first  ten  years  of  its  life  seemed  a  proper 
occasion  to  have  a  grand  re-union  of  all  the  past  members,  to 
recount  the  benefits  it  had  conferred  upon  them,  and  to  ex¬ 
press  their  obligations  for  its  establishment.  Arrangements 
having  been  perfected,  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term,  on 
Friday  P.  M.,  March  1st.,  a  large  number  of  the  alumni  of  the 
school  and  their  friends  assembled  in  the  First  Parish  meeting¬ 
house,  to  celebrate  the  event  with  appropriate  literary  exer¬ 
cises.  The  programme,  besides  instrumental  music  and  songs, 
consisted  of  an  address  of  welcome,  a  history  of  the  estab- 
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lishment  and  progress  of  the  school,  three  essays  and  an  ora¬ 
tion  by  past  members.  The  large  assembly  then  repaired  to 
the  Town  Hall,  where  a  bountiful  collation  was  served  by  the 
ladies  of  Mendon,  which  was  followed  by  sentiments  and 
speeches  from  the  friends  of  education  present.  Nothing 
could  have  been  done,  better  calculated  to  show  the  great  val¬ 
ue  of  the  school,  than  the  talent  displayed  by  those  past  mem¬ 
bers  who  took  part  in  the  proceedings.  It  was  a  most  con¬ 
vincing  proof  that  the  school  had  been  of  incalculable  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  youth  of  the  town.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
school,  in  all  human  probability,  the  ability  displayed,  would 
never  have  been  developed.  Many  went  from  the  re-union 
saying  it  would  be  an  unspeakable  calamity  to  abolish  a  school 
which  had  done  so  much  good.  And  they  were  right.  Its 
benificent  influence  has  not  been  confined  to  its  members,  but 
has  been  felt  by  the  children  in  the  other  schools,  who  are 
diligently  preparing  themselves  for  admission  to  it.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years  we  have  carefully  watched  the  progress  of  events, 
and  are  confident  that  nothing  has  done  more  for  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  character  of  our  youth  than  the  High  School. 
Most  of  the  young  are  ambitious  to  “  be  somebody.”  They 
are  anxious  to  prepare  themselves  for  honorable  stations  in 
life,  when  they  shall  enter  upon  the  arena  of  adult  years. 

In  his  annual  report  of  1868,  just  before  the  town  voted  to 
establish  the  High  School,  the  superintendent  said,  u  Hardly 
a  dozen  tolerable  scholars  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
eighteen  can  be  found  in  town.”  How  changed  is  the  state 
of  things  now.  But  this  is  not  all.  Many  have  had  their  ambi¬ 
tion  aroused  and  are  not  satisfied  with  what  this  school  can 
give,  but  are  seeking  for  further  knowledge  in  other  institu¬ 
tions.  Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  results  that  ten  years  have 
brought  forth.  One  member  of  the  school  has  graduated  from 
the  Law  Department  of  the  Boston  University,  and  has  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  profession  in  an  adjoining  town.  An¬ 
other,  within  a  few  weeks,  has  taken  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  School,  of  Philadelphia. 
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Another  is  in  his  third  year  of  the  academic  department  of 
Harvard  University.  Another  graduated  a  few  years  ago 
from  the  Technical  School  at  Worcester.  Still  another  is  at 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  of  N.  H.,  nearly  fitted  for  college. 
Three  young  ladies  have  graduated  from  the  Normal  School 
at  Framingham,  one  of  whom  is  now  a  successful  teacher  in 
the  Institution  for  the  blind  at  South  Boston.  Four  others 
are  now  connected  with  the  Framingham  Normal  School. 
One,  is  a  member  of  Wellesley  College,  and  two  others  are 
already  prepared  to  enter  there,  or  elsewhere.  Nearly  twenty 
of  the  alumni  of  the  High  School  have  been  successful  teach¬ 
ers  in  our  own  schools,  and  several  young  men,  members  of 
the  past  year,  ought  forthwith  to  enter  upon  a  higher  course 
of  study,  for  they  have  talents  that  properly  developed  will  fit 
them  for  positions  of  honor  and  great  usefulness.  These  are 

some  of  the  fruits  of  this  school.  And  if  a  tree  is  known  bv 

•/ 

its  fruits,  we  are  sure  that  our  tree  of  knowledge  is  a  good 
one.  We  trust  it  will  continue  to  thrive  and  bring  forth  an 
abundant  harvest  for  many  decades  in  the  future. 

Attendance.  The  irregular  attendance  of  some  children, 
to  which  we  alluded  last  year,  still  continues,  and  seems  to 
demand  the  serious  attention  of  the  school  committee.  Some 
of  the  scholars  have  absented  themselves  from  the  closing 
days  of  the  school.  This  almost  always  indicates  that  the  pu¬ 
pil  has  not  been  faithful  during  the  term.  We  are  aware  how¬ 
ever  that  some,  who  have  been  absent  at  the  examinations  of 
the  schools,  have  made  the  plea  that  their  boots  were  not 
good  looking,  or  that  their  clothes  were  shabby.  This  is  all 
wrong.  The  object  of  the  examination  is  not  to  show  a  pair 
of  handsome  boots,  or  a  new  dress,  but  rather  to  exhibit  the 
handsome  progress  the  pupils  have  made  in  their  studies,  and 
the  new  ideas  they  have  acquired  during  the  term.  Boots  and 
clothes,  if  they  are  suitable  for  every  day  wear,  though  not 
so  desirable  as  the  child  could  wish,  are  nevertheless  entirely 
proper  for  the  examination  day.  In  fact  we  have  felt  some- 
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times  that  too  much  attempt  at  display  was  made  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  dress  on  these  occasons.  Let  every  child  be  present, 
then  at  the  examinations,  whether  his  garments  are  of  the 
most  approved  character  or  not.  The  superintendent  cares 
more  for  what  graces  the  mind  than  the  body.  Poverty  is  no 
disgrace  to  a  child.  But  it  is  a  disgrace  to  hide  away  from  an 
examination  because  the  clothes  are  somewhat  defaced  by 
use. 

The  whole  No.  of  children  in  town  on  the  first  of  May, 
1877,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  was  227,  twelve 
more  than  last  year. 

The  whole  No.  of  different  scholars  in  all  our  schools,  du¬ 
ring  the  past  year,  was  254,  which  is  27  less  than  last  year. 
The  whole  No.  of  pupils,  under  five  years  of  age,  was  11, 
three  less  than  last  year.  The  No.  over  fifteen  was  39,  which 
is  12  less  than  last  year. 

The  average  attendance  in  all  our  schools  has  been  200. 
This  is  12  less  than  last  year.  The  average  percentage  of  at¬ 
tendance  in  all  our  schools  has  been  about  91,  or  two  more 
than  last  year.  The  highest  percentage,  reached  in  any 
school,  was  in  the  winter  term,  of  No.  5,  amounting  to  .9904, 
The  lowest  percentage  was  in  the  spring  term  of  No.  3,  and 
was  only  .7676.  The  highest  yearly  percentage  was  in  the 
High  School,  reaching  .9617,  about  one  per  cent  more  than  last 
year.  The  lowest  yearly  percentage  was  in  the  No.  6  school, 
amounting  to  only  .8321,  about  one  percent  less  than  the  low¬ 
est  last  year.  The  yearly  percentage  of  the  High,  Primary, 
Grammar,  Nos.  1,  4  and  5  schools,  in  the  order  named,  was 
above  90.  Nos.  3  and  6  fell  below  84.  Two  schools  reached 
a  higher  percentage  than  any  last  year,  and  no  one  has  fal¬ 
len  below  that  of  last  year.  The  ratio  of  attendance  of  all 
the  scholars  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  was  .881, 
which  is  a  little  more  than  ten  per  cent  less  than  last  year. 

Roll  of  Honor.  It  is  a  very  gratifying  fact  that  since  our 
first  connection  with  the  schools,  in  1871,  there  has  been  a 
steady  and  constant  increase,  from  year  to  year,  in  the  number 
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of  those  who  have  had  a  perfect  record  of  attendance  for  a 
single  term,  and  also  for  the  school  year.  For  the  year  1870*71, 
there  were  147  pupils  not  absent  or  tardy  for  a  single  term, 
and  19  for  the  year.  During  the  year,  just  closed,  there  have 
been  296  whose  record  is  perfect  for  a  single  term,  which  is 
25  more  than  last  year,  and  a  little  more  than  double  the  num¬ 
ber  seven  years  ago.  The  number  having  a  perfect  yearly 
record  is  47,  seven  more  than  last  year,  and  four  more  than 
ever  before,  and  considerably  more  than  double  the  number 
of  1871.  This  shows  a  very  desirable  and  praise-worthy  pro¬ 
gress  on  the  part  of  the  scholars.  We  thank  them  most 
heartily  for  their  fidelity  in  seconding  our  efforts  to  secure  a 
more  general  attendance  upon  our  schools  from  year  to  year. 
May  they  go  on  improving  until  our  schools  shall  reach  an  at¬ 
tendance  of  100  per  cent.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  sickness, 
already  mentioned,  we  should  have  been  able  to  present  even 
a  better  record  than  we  now  do. 

Six  pupils  have  a  perfect  record  for  two  years,  seven  for 
three  years,  two  for  four  years,  and  two,  Arthur  L.  Gaskill, 
and  Henry  W.  Gaskill,  have  not  been  absent  or  tardy  for 
six  years.  For  three  years  of  the  time,  the  first  named  of 
these  has  been  obliged  to  travel  two  miles  to  reach  his  school, 
and  has  had  to  buffet  some  very  severe  storms  ;  but  with  re¬ 
markable  perseverance  he  pushed  on,  while  less  dauntless 
spirits  would  have  quailed  before  the  tempest,  and  remained 
at  home.  He  has  several  times  gone  to  school  without  his 
breakfast  rather  than  to  be  behind  time.  Such  a  boy  is  a 
genuine  hero,  and  will  make  his  mark  in  the  world.  The  sec¬ 
ond  of  these  brothers  has  never  been  tardy  since  he  com¬ 
menced  going  to  school,  but  on  account  of  sickness  during 
his  first  year  of  attendance,  he  was  absent  a  few  days.  If  life 
is  spared  him,  he  has  some  six  or  eight  more  years  of  school 
days.  May  he  be  perfect  unto  the  end  ! 

Four  years  ago,  by  vote  of  the  committee,  the  superintend¬ 
ent  procured  Diplomas ,  which  were  awarded  to  all  scholars 
who  had  a  perfect  record  for  a  single  term.  Two  years  ago 
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the  vote  was  renewed.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  desire  to 
obtain  a  diploma  has  stimulated  the  smaller  children,  especially, 
to  a  more  regular  attendance  than  would  otherwise  have 
been  the  case.  All  who  have  received  them  will  no  doubt,  in 
adult  life,  look  back  with  much  satisfaction  to  this  evidence  of 
their  faithful  attendance  upon  school.  With  just  pride  they 
can  individually  say  to  their  children,  “  for  such  a  term,  or  for 
»  such  a  year,  I  was  neither  tardy  nor  absent  from  the  school 
room.”  These  diplomas  are  now  exhausted.  The  committee 
must  anew  decide  what,  if  any  thing,  shall  be  done,  henceforth, 
to  encourage  the  children  in  a  regular  attendance.  “We  here 
present  the  names  of  those  who  deserve  honorable  mention 
for  their  fidelity  the  past  year. 

High  School.  One  Term.  Emma  S.  Gaskill,  Nancy  C. 
George,  Ada  C.  Taft,  Hellen  M.  Taft,  Samuel  D.  Davenport, 
John  L.  Davenport,  Alanson  Freeman,  William  J.  Taft,  George 
L.  Taft,  Frank  C.  Wood,  Berton  Williams. 

The  Year.  Rosetta  S.  Judson,  W.  Frank  Hayward,  Levi  R. 
Taft,  George  M.  Taft,  Hill  Williams. 

Three  Years.  S.  Hastings  Hayward. 

Six  Years.  Arthur  L.  Gaskill. 

_  j 

No.  1.  One  Term.  Pearl  D.  Davenport,  Ann  M.  Grady, 
Mary  Grady,  Ellen  M.  Quigley,  Josephine  Scisco,  Elizabeth  A. 
Williams,  Ellsworth  J.  Nutter,  Leonard  E.  Taft. 

Two  Terms.  Flora  A.  Brown,  Adaline  A.  Davenport,  E. 
Alice  Davenport,  Florence  H.  Taft,  J.  Grace  Taft,  Anna  Quig¬ 
ley,  M,  Elizabeth  Quigley,  Jane  A.  Johnson,  Clarabell  Williams. 

The  Year.  Charlotte  T.  Davenport,  Stella  E.  Davenport.  * 

Primary.  One  Term.  Henry  W.  Crawford,  J oseph  H.  Dud¬ 
ley,  William  D.  Kelley,  John  Nugent. 

Two  Terms.  Elcy  M.  Hill,  Miranda  E.  Hill,  Mary  M.  Moore, 
Emily  S.  Moore,  Ellen  M.  Nugent,  Louisa  A.  Staples,  Flora  R. 
Staples,  Lena  Williams,  Rupert  F.  Bates,  George  W.  Cook, 
Robert  F.  Darling,  Moses  U.  Gaskill,  Herbert  J.  George, 
Charles  C.  P.  Hastings. 

The  Year.  Netta  F.  Beals,  Lena  E.  Butler,  Caroline  A.  R. 
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Ford,  Minnie  F.  Kimball,  Florence  H.  Towne,  William  L.  Beals, 
William  W.  Gardner,  Fred.  W.  Kimball,  William  H.  Kinsley, 
Percy  T.  Kinsley. 

Two  Years.  Peter  0.  Gaskill. 

♦ 

Grammar.  One  lerm.  Jane  A.  Brown,  Effy  J.  Craige,  Ab- 
by  F.  Dudley.  Bertha  Gaskill,  Albert  E.  Butler,  Ernest  N.  But¬ 
ler,  George  R.  Ford,  Waldo  M.  Gardner,  Milo  A.  Gaskill,  Ed¬ 
ward  E.  Gassett,  Frederic  A.  Whiting,  Oscar  F.  Wilbur,  Wen- 
del  Williams. 

Two  Terms.  Edith  W.  Hastings,  Horace  S.  Coleman,  Wil¬ 
liam  E.  Cook,  Walter  E.  Wilbur. 

The  Year.  Hellen  C.  Judson,  Frank  H.  Lowell,  Eben  Wil¬ 
liams. 

Four  Years.  Albion  A.  Gaskill,  Harry  C.  Gaskill. 

No.  3.  One  Term.  Frank  E.  Barrows. 

Three  Years.  Enola  L.  Wilcox. 

No.  4.  One  Term.  Minnie  S.  Barrows,  Ellen  P.  Bates, 
Ada  L.  Jennison,  Laban  Bates,  Fred.  W.  Bates,  William  G. 
Dewing. 

Two  Terms.  Harriet  E.  Bates,  Mary  A.  Bates,  Minnie  F. 

Bicknell,  Hannah  S.  Gaskill,  Rosa  E.  Hall,  Margaret  A.  Hall, 

* _  _ 

Fanny  S.  Perham,  Catharine  J.  Sullivan,  Elizabeth  L.  Wood, 

Harriet  S.  Worthen,  Nahum  Bates,  Herbert  E.  Brown,  Fred. 

E.  Gaskill,  William  M.  Wood. 

The  Year .  Jane  E.  Gaskill,  Sarah  A.  Howe,  John  Sullivan. 
Two  Year 8.  Walter  M.  Newhall. 

Three  Years.  Harriet  S.  Wood,  Catharine  M.  Wood. 

•  No.  5.  One  Term .  Margaret  Brough ey,  Nancy  C.  Wood, 
John  Broughey,  James  Broughey. 

Two  Terms.  Amy  B.  Cornwell,  Charlotte  T.  Cornwell,  Em¬ 
ma  E.  Cornwell,  Ruth  B.  Cornwell. 

The  Year.  Anna  B.  Aldrich,  Mary  L.  Aldrich,  Lewis  L. 
Wood. 

Two  Years.  Emma  E.  Aldrich,  A.  Josephine  Gaskill. 

Six  Years.  Henry  W.  Gaskill. 

No.  6.  One  Term.  Josephine  Cunningham,  Ruth  L.  South- 


wick,  Sophia  L.  Southwick,  Everett  E.  Soutkwick,  W.  Clinton 
Cunningham,  Daniel  J.  White. 

Two  Terms.  Caroline  G.  Ross,  Mabel  L.  Richardson,  May 
F.  Richardson,  Alpha  Staples,  Jane  Taft,  Myra  F.  Taft,  John 
T.  Morris,  James  H.  Morris,  Harry  E.  Richardson. 

The  Year.  Franklin  Freeman,  Frederic  C.  Taft,  Samuel  B. 
Taft,  Royal  J.  Williams. 

Two  Years.  L.  Berton  Staples,  Silas  Taft. 

Three  Years.  Fanny  B.  Ross,  Dora  Taft,  Frederic  A.  Albee. 

Tardinesses.  We  are  pleased  to  report  an  improved  con¬ 
dition  of  the  schools  in  this  respect,  although  there  is  still 
room  for  progress.  The  whole  No.  of  tardinesses  was  265, 
which  is  79  less  than  last  year,  and  exactly  400  less  than  the 
first  year  of  our  superintendence,  in  1871-2.  Gladly  we  hail 
such  a  decrease  in  a  pernicious  habit.  The  most  tardy  marks, 
in  the  spring,  were  in  No.  1,  but  amounted  to  only  15.  The 
least  No.  where  there  were  any,  was  in  No.  3,  only  one.  The 
largest  No.,  in  the  Fall  term,  was  in  the  Grammar  School, 
amounting  to  30.  The  least  No.,  where  any,  was  in  the  Pri¬ 
mary,  and  Nos.  4  and  6  schools,  four  in  each.  The  greatest 
•  No.  in  winter,  was  in  No.  1,  where  they  amounted  to  81,  which 
was  more  than  in  all  the  other  winter  schools.  The  winter 
term  of  this  school,  a  year  ago,  had  more  than  double  the  tar¬ 
dy  marks  of  any  other  school  of  that  year.  We  hope  no  such 
record  will  again  appear  on  the  register.  The  smallest  No.  of 
tardinesses,  where  any,  was  in  No.  3,  amounting  to  only  three. 
School  No.  5,  has  the  distinguished  honor  of  not  having  a 
single  tardiness  during  the  whole  year.  It  had  a  like  record 
in  1875-6.  All  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.  Four  of  the 
pupils  of  this  school,  live  a  long  distance  from  the  school- 
house,  and  about  half  of  the  way  there  is  no  open  road.  They 
are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  their  efforts  to  be  punctual, 
and  it  is  but  justice  that  we  make  public  mention  of  their 
fidelity  in  this  respect,  especially  as  three  of  them  are  quite 
small. 
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Change  of  Readers.  During  the  year,  arrangements  were 
made  by  the  committee  for  a  change  of  the  readers,  by  the 
substitution  of  the  Franklin  series,  for  Sargent’s.  We  regard 
the  Monroe  series,  as  preferable,  on  the  whole,  to  the  Frank¬ 
lin,  but  as  the  committee  were  able  to  make  very  advantage¬ 
ous  terms  with  the  publishers  of  the  last  named  books,  it  was 
deemed  best  to  adopt  them.  The  change  however  was  not 
to  be  immediate.  It  is  to  be  done  gradually  as  there  is  a  call 
for  new  books  when  the  classes  are  ready  to  go  up  higher. 
In  other  words,  when  a  class  now  using  any  of  Sargent’s 
readers  are  prepared  to  take  a  higher  grade,  they  are  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  Franklin  books.  Hence,  for  a  time  we  shall  have 
two  series  of  books  in  use.  The  change  will  therefore  be  ef¬ 
fected  withoqt  becoming  burdensome  to  any  one,  and  will  re¬ 
quire  a  year  or  two  of  time  to  be  completed.  Yet  if  any 
whole  classes  are  willing  at  once  to  lay  aside  their  old  books 
and  procure  the  new,  they  can,  but  they  will  not  be  required 
to  do  so.  One  or  two  schools,  we  believe,  have  made  the 
change  in  all  the  classes.  So  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  new 
books  have  awakened  an  increased  interest,  and  prove  very 
acceptable  and  satisfactory.  In  fact  almost  any  change  would 
have  been  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils. 

We  also  need  a  change  of  the  Grammars  and  Geographies. 
The  teachers,  almost  universally,  condemn  both  of  these  books 
now  in  use  here.  And  the  superintendent  most  heartily  joins 
with  them  in  the  condemnation.  It  would  also  be  very  de¬ 
sirable  to  have  an  Arithmetic  filled  with  practical  business  ex¬ 
amples,  rather  than  mathematical  puzzles.  Let  11  a  ticket  of 
leave,”  then,  be  given  to  Quackenbos,  Guyot,  and  Greenleaf, 
and  the  scholars  will  applaud  the  act. 

Sentence  Writing.  Little  practical  good  comes  from  the 
study  of  Grammar  or  Analysis  as  at  present  taught.  What  is 
imperatively  needed,  is  a  more  thorough  drill  in  the  method 
of  constructing  sentences.  If  our  teachers  would  take  Swin- 
ton’s  Language  Lessons,  or  some  similar  manual,  if  they  can¬ 
not  do  it  without,  and  require  their  pupils  to  form  senten- 
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ces,  and  then  show  them  where  their  work  is  defective,  and 
how^and  where  it  can  be  improved,  the  drill  and  information 
would  be  of  great  importance.  Every  scholar,  able  to  write, 
should  take  hold  of  this  exercise.  This  is  the  great  value  of 
composition  writing.  It  helps  the  pupil  express  himself 
grammatically,  and  also  affords  the  teacher  an  opportunity  to 
give  instruction  in  the  art  of  composing.  He  can  suggest 
how  a  sentence  can  be  improved,  how  a  different  arrangement 
of  words  would  give  more  force  and  precision  to  the  senti¬ 
ment  advanced,  or  how  the  use  of  different  words  would  bring 
out  the  idea  more  clearly.  If  some  such  method  could  be 
pursued,  it  would  break  up  the  present  mechanical  and  formal 
way  of  teaching  Grammar.  We  have  all  along  regretted  that 
so  little  attention  is  paid,  in  some  of  our  schools,  to  the  writing 
of  sentences  and  of  compositions. 

School  Houses  and  their  Appurtenances.  On  visiting 
the  Nos.  1  and  6  schools,  during  the  warm,  wet  weather,  of 
early  winter,  we  found  the  yards,  especially  around  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  school-rooms,  in  a  very  muddy  condition.  The 
scholars  could  not  go  in  or  out  without  almost  wading  through 
this  mud,*  and  of  course  a  great  amount  of  filth  was  carried 
int^>  the  houses  and  deposited  upon  the  floor.  The  pupils 
could  not  avoid  this  result.  A  few  cart-loads  of  good  gravel 
around  the  doors  would  help  the  matter  very  much. 

The  paper,  on  the  Primary  and  Grammar  school-rooms,  has 
become  so  soiled  and  defaced  as  to  give  them  a  very  shabby 
appearance.  Though  it  would  be  folly  to  expend  much  money 
on  either  of  these  rooms,  for  we  think  the  good  sense  of  the 
town  will  soon  furnish  better  accommodations  for  these 
schools  by  the  erection  of  a  new  house,  yet  they  need  for  the 
present  to  be  made  more  tidy. 

There  is  also  another  serious  defect  connected  with  the 
village  schools.  The  out-buildings  are  not  sufficient  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  scholars,  particularly  those  of  the  High 
School.  We  have  for  some  years  deplored  this  state  of  things, 
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and  most  of  all,  the  exposure  to  the  public  gaze  of  such  build¬ 
ings  as  we  now  have.  One  reason  why  we  have  so  earnestly 
urged  the  erection  of  a  new  house,  was  to  supply  this  want 
of  proper  out-buildings,  by  providing  elsewhere,  with  more 
retired  entrances,  these  necessary  appendages  to  every  school- 
house.  As  the  project  of  a  new  house  seemed  to  be  indefi¬ 
nitely  postponed,  we,  a  year  ago,  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  necessity  of  immediate  action  ;  and  we  sup¬ 
posed  that  something  would  be  done,  but  nothing  has  been  as 
yet.  Every  principle  of  modesty  and  chastity  demands  that 
the  present  state  of  things  shall  no  longer  exist.  If  the  fath¬ 
ers  do  not  move  in  this  matter,  we  hope  the  mothers  will 
unitedly  demand  that  more  suitable,  and  more  private  accom¬ 
modations  shall  be  furnished  their  daughters.  Every  candid 
person  will  readily  admit  the  importance  of  a  speedy  change. 

Conclusion.  With  this  report,  the  sixth  that  we  have  had 
the  honor  to  present,  will  close  our  connection  with  your 
schools,  as  superintendent.  We  have  declined  further  ser¬ 
vice,  not  from  any  lack  of  interest  in  the  schools,  nor  from 
any  wish  to  escape  the  responsibilities  the  office  imposes,  but 
from  considerations  of  a  somewhat  personal  character,  that 
need  not  be  stated.  In  bidding  adieu  to  the  pupils  of  our  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  in  an  official  character,  I  wish  to  thank  them  n^ost 
heartily  for  the  great  respect  they  have  always  shown  me  in 
my  visits,  and  for  the  uniform  willingness  with  which  they 
have  followed  my  suggestions.  Their  friendly  greetings  have 
assured  me  that  my  presence  was  welcome.  And  my  inter¬ 
course  with  them  will  ever  be  one  of  the  pleasant  remembran¬ 
ces  of  my  residence  here.  To  the  committee,  who  have  hon¬ 
ored  us,  from  year  to  year,  with  a  re-election,  we  are  under 
great  obligations.  Almost  without  an  exception  they  have  9 
made  us  feel  we  had  their  entire  confidence  and  sympathy,  in 
the  work  entrusted  to  us.  This  has  greatly  cheered  us  in  the 
discharge  of  our  duties. 

We  have  labored  for  the  best  interests  of  the  schools.  We 
have  doubtless  erred  in  some  respects,  for  perfect  wisdom 
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falls  not  to  the  lot  of  humanity.  But  we  shall  ever  rejoice  in 
all  measures  that  tend  to  prepare  the  young  to  become  virtu¬ 
ous  and  faithful  citizens  of  our  common  country.  We  there¬ 
fore  commend  the  schools  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  town. 
They  are  the  nurseries  of  intelligence  and  patriotism.  They 
are  the  safeguards  of  the  community.  They  are  the  bulwarks 
of  our  free  institutions.  Their  complete  success  will  be  the 
glory  of  the  state,  and  the  salvation  of  the  republic. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  F.  CLARK,  Superintendent. 

School 
Committee. 


Mendon,  March  29,  1878. 


-  , 

Samuel  H.  Taft, 

James  M.  Newhall, 
Ezekiel  P.  Gaskill, 
William  W.  Nelson, 
Lowell  C.  Cook, 
Gustavus  B.  Williams. 


STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


* 

• 

No.  of  School. 

Terms. 

TEACHERS. 

• 

Length  of  School 

in  months. 

Whole  number  of 

Scholars. 

Average  attend. 

of  Scholars. 

Per  cent  of  attend. 

i 

No.  of  tardinesses. | 

Wages  of  Teacher j 

per  month. 

Whole  amount 

paid  Teachers. 

Cost  of  fuel  &  care 

of  fires. 

Repairs  on  school 

houses,  &c. 

High 

Fall. 

Frank  C.  Meserve, 

21 

25 

23.83 

.9532 

12 

$61  00 

$152  50 

$6  23* 

Sch’l. 

Win. 

a  a 

2.9 

28 

27.17 

.9703 

10 

70  — 

203  00 

No.  1. 

Spr’g 

Cora  E.  Gaskill, 

2 

29 

27.13 

.9353 

15 

30  — 

60  00 

Fall. 

(1  AC 

2 

35 

31.91 

.9117 

15 

32  — 

64  00 

$19  50 

1  25 

Win. 

George  A.  Thayer, 

3 

35 

32.72 

.9347 

81 

36  — 

108  00 

Primary. 

No.  2. 

Spr’g 

Minnie  B.  Noyes, 

2 

38 

35.45 

.9328 

8 

36  — 

72  00 

Fall. 

AC  AA 

2* 

37 

35.33 

.9548 

4 

32  — 

80  00 

Win. 

Cora  E.  Gaskill, 

n 

34 

32.13 

.9455 

4 

30  — 

75  00 

29  60 

3  65 

Grammar. 

Spr’g 

Edward  Dixon, 

2 

29 

27.66 

.9538 

3 

32  — 

64  00 

Fall. 

AA  A  l 

2| 

33 

30.17 

.9141 

30 

32  — 

72  00 

Win. 

AA  A  A 

21 

36 

33.78 

.9383 

36 

36  — 

90  00 

No.  3. 

Spr’g 

Mary  A.  Esty, 

21 

11 

8.45 

.7676 

1 

24  — 

54  00 

Fall. 

AA  AA 

2* 

7 

6.32 

.9028 

7 

24  — 

60  00 

10  59 

47 

Win. 

(A  •  A 

21 

8 

6.76 

.8444 

3 

24  — 

54  00 

No.  4. 

Spr’g 

Nellie  H.  Greene, 

3 

31 

29.6 

.9548 

2 

32  — 

96  00 

Fall. 

AA  AA 

35 

33.69 

.9625 

4 

32  — 

80  00 

13  00 

3  48 

Win. 

AA  AA 

2 

30 

24.88 

.8291 

5 

32  — 

48  00 

No.  5. 

Spr’g 

Anna  A.  Aldrich, 

2 

14 

13.06 

.933 

24  — 

48  00 

Fall. 

Lucinda  M.  Gaskill, 

2? 

18 

14.75 

.8191 

24  — 

66  00 

9  75 

87 

Win. 

AA  CA 

** 

14 

13.87 

.9904 

24  — 

54  00 

No.  6. 

Spr’g 

Flora  Freeman, 

2 

36 

32.38 

.8993 

4 

28  — 

56  00 

Fall. 

IA  AA 

2 

34 

27.57 

.8109 

4 

28  — 

56  00 

10  00 

2  60 

Win. 

AA  AA 

3 

34 

26.73 

.7862 

17 

32  — 

96  00 

54  mos.  13  days.  ‘Supplies  to  various  schools, 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


54  mos.  13  days.  ‘Supplies  to  various  schools. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

RESOURCES. 

Amount  unexpended  April  30,  1877,  $60  51 

Town  appropriation,  1877,  1500  00 

Received  from  School  Fund,  224  51 

Income  from  Surplus  Revenue,  87  73 

Income  from  Dog  Tax,  86  57 


#1959  32 

EXPENDED. 

Teachers’  Wages.  #1808  50 

Fuel  and  care  of  fires,  92  44 

Balance  in  Treasury,  68  38 


$1959  32 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  re¬ 
spectfully  presents  the  following  report  of  his  doings  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1878. 


The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  the  following  sums,  viz: — 


1.  To  Bonds,  Notes  and  Deposit  for  Surplus  Revenue,  viz  : 


Nine  U.  S.  Bonds, 

A.  C.  Cook’s  note, 

David  Adams’  note, 

Deposit  in  Milford  Savings  Bank, 


$1100  00 
103  76 
146  59 
767  84 

- $2118  19 


2.  To  amounts  due  from  Collectors,  viz  J — 


From  Calvin  Butler,  on  tax  of  1869, 

$141  64 

Fras.  E.  Wheelock, 

a 

1870, 

22  64 

it 

u 

1871, 

45  66 

u 

u 

1872, 

32  78 

u 

a 

1873, 

63  21 

u 

u 

1874, 

295  02 

u 

a 

1875, 

1421  93 

Andrew  W.  Judson, 

tt 

1876, 

2053  81 

3.  To  cash  in  hand, 


Total  assets  in  hand, 


$4076  69 
184  43 

$6379  31 


4.  To  cash  borrowed  on  Notes,  viz 


Young  Ladies’  Circle, 

$106  88 

Adaline  Thompson, 

40  00 

Almira  C.  Thompson, 

70  00 

Julius  A.  George, 

200  00 

Benjamin  F.  Aldrich, 

400  00 

Mary  B.  Payson, 

374  31 

Chauncy  Aldrich, 

600  00 

John  S.  Gaskill, 

100  00 

4 


Amariah  A.  Taft, 

$500  00 

David^W.  Bennett, 

300  00 

Julius  A.^George, 

200  00 

Julius  A.  George, 

400  00 

Julius  A.  George, 

200  00 

William  H.  Aldrich,  • 

200  00 

Adin  Ballou  Lodge  I.  O.  of  G.  T., 

100  00 

Julius  A.  George, 

200  00 

Plummer  Adams, 

333  00 

A.  W.  Adams, 

333  00 

Perry  Adams, 

333  00 

Plummer,  A.  W.  and  Perry  Adams, 

1000  00 

- $5990  19 

5.  To  cash  borrowed  on  Bonds,  viz  : — 


JJS.  Gaskill,  3 

yrs.,  at  5 

per 

ct.  No. 

77,  $1000  00 

F.  L.  Metcalf,  2 

“  6 

tt 

tt 

GO 

2000  00 

F.  L.  Metcalf,  4 

“  5 

tt 

tt 

79, 

2000  00 

Pl’r.  Adams,  4 

“  5 

tt 

tt 

OO 

o 

766  00 

A.  W.  Adams, 4 

“  5 

it 

tt 

81, 

766  00 

Perry  Adams, 4 

“  5 

tt 

a 

82, 

766  00 

$7298  00 


6.  To  cash  received  as  interest,  viz  : — 


Of  E.  E,  Cook,  exec’r  A.  C.  Cook’s  note, 

$  6  23 

U.  S.  coupons 

on  bonds, 

40  95 

u  tt 

tt 

u 

24  33 

David  Adams, 

on 

his  note, 

8  80 

7.  To  per  centage  charged  to  Collector, 

viz : — 

To  A.  W.  Judson, 

,  for  1869, 

$  14  48 

tt  tt 

tt 

1872, 

1  28 

u  tt 

tt 

1873, 

1  04 

tt  tt 

u 

1874, 

30  03 

tt  tt 

tt 

1875, 

103  42 

tt  ft 

tt 

1876, 

63  83 

tt  tt 

it 

1877, 

28  32 

$80  31 


$242  40 
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8. 


To  assessment  of  State,  County  and 

Town  Tax,  $7344  62 

assessment  of  est.  of  G-.  A.  Brown,  4  41 


$7349  03 


9.  To  cash  rec’d.  from  Miscellaneous  sources,  viz : — 


To  overcharge  on  order  49,  1876,  p.  31,  $  1  00 

rent  Mendon  Pond,  Dr.  Russell,  50  00 

interest  on  A.  B.  Lodge  G.  T’s.  note,  10 

State  Treasurer,  corporation  tax,  136  90 

“  “  Nat.  Bank,  “  477  22 

“  “  State  aid  reimbursed,  363  00 

use  of  school  rooms,  G.  B.  Williams,  2  00 

Wm.  A.  Brown,  dog  tax,  86  57 

State  school  fund,  224  51 

rent  of  town  hall,  Lucius  Lowell,  7  18 

- $1348  48 


10.  To  amount  of  uncollected  taxes  in  tax  bills  of 
F.  E.  Wheelock,  charged  to  A.  W.  Judson, 
per  certificate  of  the  Selectmen,  1058  07 

Amount  of  debits,  $29745  79 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  the  following  sums,  viz : 


1.  By  cash  paid  notes,  for  money  borrowed,  viz  : — 


To  Young  Ladies’  Circle, 

Apr.  26,  1876, 

$125  00 

Adaline  Thompson, 

“  2,  1875, 

50  00 

Mary  B.  Payson, 

“  10,  1874, 

267  00 

Chauncy  Aldrich, 

June  1,  1876, 

300  00 

Amariah  A.  Taft, 

Dec.  8,  1876, 

500  00 

Julius  A.  George, 

Apr.  30, 1877, 

.200  00 

Rachael  S.  Wheelock, 

Apr.  1,  1876, 

200  00 

Adin  Ballou  Lodge, 

July  15,  1876, 

80  00 

John  S.  Gaskill, 

June  1,  1877, 

100  00 

Julius  A.  George, 

June  22,  1877, 

200  00 

A.  E.  F.  Davenport, 

June  1,  1876, 

100  00 

Julius  A.  George, 

June  29,  1877, 

400  00 
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To  Julius  A.  George, 
Julius  A.  George, 
Mary  B.  Payson, 
Amariah  A.  Taft, 
Wm.  H.  Aldrich, 
Mary  McCarty, 
Benj.  F.  Aldrich, 


July  2,  1877, 

$200  00 

July  31, 1877, 

200  00 

Mar.  10,  1874, 

50  00 

June  11,  1877, 

500  00 

July  2,  1877, 

200  00 

May  22,  1872, 

500  00 

May  4,  1876, 

500  00 

$4672  00 


2.  By  cash  paid  as  interest  on  notes,  viz : — 

To  Y’g  Ladies’  Circle,  on  note  Apr.  26,  1876,  $  6  88 


Adaline  Thompson,  “ 
Almira  C.  Thompson,  u 
Benj.  F.  Aldrich,  11 
Mary  McCarty,  u 
Mary  B.  Payson,  u 
to  Apr.  10,  1877, 
Mary  B.  Payson,  “ 
to  Apr.  10,  1877, 
Chauncy  Aldrich,  “ 
A.  E.  F.  Davenport,  11 
Amariah  A.  Taft,  11 
Julius  A.  George,  11 
Rachael  S.  Wheelock,  “ 
John  S.  Gaskill,  “ 
Adin  Ballou  Lodge,  u 
N.  R.  George,  u 

J.  A.  George,  u 

A.  E.  F.  Davenport,  11 
Julius  A.  George,  “ 
Julius  A.  George,  u 
Julius  A.  George,  u 
Ladies’  Circle,  u 

Wm.  H.  Aldrich,  u 
Mary  McCarty,  “ 

Benj.  F.  Aldrich,  “ 


Apr.  2,  1875, 

•3  50 

1  85 

May  4,  1876, 

25  00 

May  22,  1872, 

30  00 

Mar.  10,  1874, 

9  25 

Apr.  10,  1874, 

48  06 

June  1,  1876, 

15  00 

June  1,  1876, 

5  00 

June  11,  1876, 

12  71 

Apr.  30, 1877, 

1  67 

Apr.  1,  1876, 

15  90 

June  1,  1877, 

1  25 

July  15,  1876, 

4  00 

June  1,  1876, 

100  00 

June  22,  1877, 

2  25 

June  1,  1876, 

1  51 

June  29,  1877, 

4  67 

July  2,  1877, 

2  23 

July  31,  1877, 

1  44 

June  5,  1876, 

4  50 

July  2,  1877, 

5  83 

May  22,  1872, 

20  03 

May  4,  1876, 

19  58 

$342  11 
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3.  By  cash  paid  for  redemption  of  Bonds,  viz: — 


To  J ohn  S.  Gaskill, 

bond  No.  1,  1874, 

$1000  00 

D.  W.  Bennett, 

u 

“  2, 

300  00 

F.  L.  Metcalf, 

it 

“  74, 

2000  00 

F.  L.  Metcalf, 

u 

oo 

** 

V# 

2000  00 

Moses  Adams’  estate) 

u 

1 

“  1, 

2000  00 

Harriet  Adams’  u 

it 

“  71, 

2300  00 

l 

$9600 

4.  By  cash  paid  for  Coupons,  viz : — 

To  John  S.  Gaskill, 

No 

.1, 

$65  00 

Silas  Dudley  jr., 

4, 

21  00 

Sarah  Metcalf, 

76, 

15  00 

A.  E.  F.  Davenport, 

8, 

14  00 

D.  0.  Aldrich, 

7, 

35  00 

D.  W.  Bennett, 

2, 

7  00 

Harriet  Adams, 

1, 

140  00 

Austin  Wood, 

6, 

42  00 

Julius  A.  George,  ' 

8, 

140  00 

D.  W.  Bennett, 

2, 

21  00 

Ellen  Quigley, 

75, 

25  00 

Perry  Adams, 

71, 

161  00 

D.  W.  Bennett, 

• 

12, 

TOO 

Sarah  Moffett, 

13, 

17  50 

A.  W.  Judson, 

10, 

35  00 

F.  L.  Metcalf, 

74, 

130  00 

L.  Forbush, 

18, 

60  00 

A.  C.  Thompson, 

72, 

42  00 

D.  W.  Bennett, 

73, 

•  7  00 

F.  L.  Metcalf, 

•S 

OO 

50  00 

Estate  of  Moses  Adams, 

1, 

123  32 

“  Harriet  Adams. 

71, 

114  80 

$1272  62 
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5.  By  Taxes  foregone, 

viz : — 

In  1869  tax,  as  by  Town  Clerk’s  Record, 

$108  94 

1870,  “ 

ll 

u  it 

-  19  81 

1871,  “ 

ll 

ll  ll 

26  53 

1872,  “ 

u 

n  it 

46  74 

1873,  “ 

it 

a  it 

70  16 

1874,  “ 

it 

u  a 

77  06 

1875, 

a 

u  u 

94  09 

1876, 

u 

u  ii 

63  05 

•  $506  38 

6.  By  abatements 

made  by  Assessors,  viz 

• 

•  1 

On  tax  on  estate 'of  Stephen  Torrey,  dec’d, 

$69  42 

it  n 

u 

It  it 

61  41 

a  u 

it 

ll  It 

48  93 

“  Elijah  Thayer,  6  72 

“  A.  W.  Judson,  20 

-  $186  68 


7.  By  amount  of  miscellaneous  payments,  viz : — 

By  endorsement  on  note  of  Ladies7  Circle,  $30  00  . 
cash  paid  state  tax  to  C.  Endicott,  S.  T.  555  00 
M  “  county  tax  W.  A.  Brown,  C.  T.  717  84 

endorsment  on  N.  R.  George’s  note,  500  00 

- -$1802  84 


8.  By  taxes  uncollected  by  F.  E.  Wheelock,  now 

charged  to  A.  W.  Judson,  Collector  'pro  tem. 

as  per  certificate  of  Selectmen,  $830  01 

9.  By  errors  found  in  various  tax  bills,  as  certified 

by  the  Selectmen,  $48  49 

10  By  paying  156  town  orders,  $6131  56 

11.  By  Bonds,  Notes,  &c.,  for  Surplus  Revenue,  viz: — 

Nine  U.  S.  Bonds,  $1100  00 

A.  C.  Cook’s  note,  103  76 

D.  Adams’  “  146  59 

Deposit  in  Milford  Savings  Bank,  767  84 


$2118  19 
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Judson,  Collector,  viz  : — 

$  11  80 
2  83 
50  31 
232  90 
1533  64 

- $1831  48 

Amount  of  credits,  $29342  29 

13.  By  cash  on  hand  to  balance,  403  50 

$29745  79 

The  Treasurer  appends  to  his  report  the  following  schedules 
of  Bonds  and  Notes  outstanding  against  town,  March  4, 1878. 


SCHEDULE  OF  BONDS. 


D.  W.  Bennett, 

$100  00 

Silas  Dudley,  jr., 

300  00 

Austin  Wood, 

600  00 

D.  O.  Aldrich, 

500  00 

Julius  A.  George, 

2000  00 

Z.  G.  Wood, 

500  00 

A.  E.  F.  Davenport, 

200  00 

Sarah  Moffett, 

250  00 

M.  E.  Greenleaf, 

150  00 

D.  W.  Bennett, 

100  00 

John  S.  Gaskill, 

1000  00 

L.  Forbush, 

1000  00 

A.  C.  Thompson, 

600  00 

A.  Thompson, 

100  00 

F.  L.  Metcalf, 

2000  00 

Ann  Quigley, 

500  00 

Sarah  Metcalf, 

300  00 

Plummer  Adams, 

766  00 

A.  W.  Adams, 

766  00 

Perry  Adams, 

766  00 

Amount  of  bonds, 

$12498  00 

12.  By  amounts  due  from  A.  W. 

On  tax  of  1869, 

“  1870, 

“  1875, 

“  1876, 

“  1877, 
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SCHEDULE  OF  NOTES. 


Mary  B.  Payson, 

$374  31 

Adaline  Thompson, 

40  00 

A.  C.  Thompson, 

70  00 

Young  Ladies’  Circle, 

76  88 

Chauncy  Aldrich, 

600  00 

N*.  R.  George, 

1500  00 

J.  G.  Metcalf, 

300  00 

Ladies’  Sewing  Circle, 

90  00 

A.  B.  Lodge  Good  Templars, 

100' 00 

D.  W.  Bennett, 

100  00 

Benj.  E.  Aldrich, 

400  00 

D.  W.  Bennett, 

300  00 

Plummer  Adams, 

333  00 

A.  W.  Adams, 

333  00 

Perry  Adams, 

333  00 

P.,  A.  W.  and  P.  Adams, 

1000  00 

Amount  of  notes, 

$5950  19 

Amount  of  bonds,  $12498  00 

u  11  notes,  5950  19 

$18448  19 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

John  G.  Metcalf,  Treasurer. 


Mendon,  March  4,  1878. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  of  the  expen¬ 
ditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  4, 
1878: 

Incidental  Expenses . 

A.  W.  Judson  for  census  of  scholars  for  committee, 

David  Adams,  for  storage,  <fcc.,  of  fire  extinguisher, 
u  11  school  books  furnished, 

Charlotte  Ballou,  land  and  lock-up  building, 

Eli  Bates  and  others  repairing  lock-up  building, 

Danl.  D.  Davenport,  building  wood-house  at  North  End,  43  00 
A.  H.  Allen,  for  paying  T.  G.  Kent’s  bill, 

T.  E.  Morse,  painting  roof  of  Record  Building, 

Catharine  and  Daniel  Curran,  damage  from  defect  in 
road, 

Jas.  M.  Newhall,  painting  blackboards, 

Painting  and  repairing  guide  boards, 

For  clearing  roads  from  snow, 

G.  B.  Williams,  cost  of  journey  to  Hopkinton, 


u 


a 


Ed.  S.  Worthen,  for  land  set  off  to  repair  roads, 

Samuel  Gaskill,  taxes  of  1875,  repaid  by  vote  of  town,  28  00 
For  insurance  of  lock-up, 

“  town  hall, 

Road  Commissioners  balance  due  as  per  last  report, 


Printing. 

G.  W.  Stacy,  school  report,  1877, 

“  “  tax  bills,  notices  and  town  orders, 

Cook  &  Sons,  report  of  Selectmen  and  other  officers, 


$2 

00 

12 

00 

13 

05 

40 

00 

203 

64 

3,  43 

00 

11 

42 

4 

96 

25 

00 

13 

60 

14 

75 

80 

00 

67 

3,  2 

45 

5 

00 

i,  28 

00 

4 

00 

29 

00 

68 

95 

$601 

49 

$40 

00 

9 

00 

46 

50 

$95 

50 
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Repairs  of  School  Houses  and  supplies  for  Schools. 


Wm.  W.  Nelson,  sundries  for  school  No.  1,  $1  25 

G.  B.  Williams,  setting  glass,  u  “  2,  15 

Lyman  Cook,  repairs,  11  u  2,  3  50 

Lowell  C.  Cook,  sundries,  “  “  3,  47 

James  M.  Newhall,  11  “  11  4,  3  48 

E.  P.  Gaskill,  “  “  “  5,  87 

Samuel  H.  Taft,  “  11  u  6,  2  60 

H.  A.  Aldrich,  u  for  the  public  schools,  6  23 


$18  55 

Town  Officers  for  their  services . 


Kev.  Geo.  F.  Clark,  Sup’t.  schools,  for  1876-7, 

Dr.  John  G.  Metcalf,  treasurer  for  1877-8,  and 
cash  paid, 

M.  C.  Gaskill,  assessing  taxes  1877, 

A.  H.  Allen,  “  “  “ 

11  11  “  extra  services,  and  cash  paid, 

A.  W.  Judson,  constable,  1876-7, 

“  “  “•  “  1877-8, 

David  Adams,  recording  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
u  u  journey  to  Milford,  and  cash  paid, 

A.  W.  Judson,  returning  deaths  to  town  clerk, 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  services  as  selectman  1877-8, 

Sam’lH.  Taft,  “  “  “ 

G.  B.  Williams,  u  u  u 

Disbursement  of  State  Aid. 


$75  00 

26  25 

36  25 

37  50 
3  37 

15  00 

15  00 

16  35 

5  64 

6  00 
15  00 
15  00 
40  4)0 

$306  36 


Wm.  G.  Carleton, 

aid  for  2  months, 

$20  00 

Silas  H.  Williams, 

u 

“  13 

a 

78  00 

John  Curly, 

u 

“  13 

u 

91  00 

Dan’l.  O’Keefe, 

a 

“  13 

tt 

78  00 

Levi  L.  Smith, 

u 

«  13 

n 

19  50 

Amos  A.  Holbrook, a 

«  13 

u 

19  50 

$306  00 
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For  Support  of  Public  Schools. 

No.  1. 

Cora  E.  Gaskill,  for  teaching,  (  2  bills, ) 

George  A.  Thayer,  u 

Wm.  W.  Nelson,  wood  and  fitting, 

No.  2 — Primary. 

Minnie  B.  Noyes,  for  teaching,  (  2  bills, ) 

Cora  5.  Gaskill,  u 


u 


Grammar. 

Edward  Dixon,  for  teaching,  (  3  bills,  ) 

Edward  H.  Taft,  for  wood  for  No.  2, 

Jonathan  Pickering,  fitting  wood  for  No.  2, 

G.  B.  Williams,  shavings  and  care  of  fires  for  No.  2, 
Mrs.  Brigdale,  cleaning  rooms, 

No.  3. 

Mary  A.  Esty,  for  teaching,  (  3  bills,  ) 

Lowell  C.  Cook,  wood  and  fitting, 

No.  4. 

Nellie  H.  Greene,  for  teaching,  (  3  bills,  ) 

James  M.  Newhall,  wood  and  fitting, 

care  of  fires, 


a 


u 


No.  5. 

Annie  A.  Aldrich,  for  teaching, 

Lucinda  M.  Gaskill,  “  (2  bills, ) 

E.  P.  Gaskill,  for  wood, 

care  of  fires  and  room, 


u  u 


u 


$124  00 
108  00 
19  50 

$251  50 


$152  00 
75  00 

$227  00 


$226  00 
17  50 

5  25 

6  85 
3  25 

$485  85 

$168  00 
10  59 

$178  59 


$224  00 
11  50 
1  50 

$237  00 


$48  00 
120  00 
7  50 
2  25 


$177  75 


\ 


U 

No.  6. 

Flora  Freeman,  for  teaching,  (  2  bills,  )  $112  00 

Sam’l.  H.  Taft,  for  wood,  8  00 

Frank  Hayward,  fitting  wood,  2  00 

Margaret  O'Keefe,  cleaning  room,  90 

$122  90 


Support  of  High  School. 

Frank  C.  Meserve  for  teaching  10  weeks,  $152  50 

“  11  u  11  weeks  and  3  days,  203  00 

$355  50 

Fuel  for  Town  Hall  and  High  School . 

E.  A.  and  L.  A.  Cook,  for  coal,  .  $13  00 

A.  W.  Judson,  u  “  13  00 

$26  00 

Hoads  and  Bridges . 

Paid  Road  Commissioners  by  11  town  orders,  drawn 

at  different  times  in  their  favor,  $1048  57 

Support  of  Poor . 

Paid  Overseers  of  Poor,  by  9  town  orders,  drawn 

at  different  times  in  their  favor,  $1920  00 


SUMMARY  OF  EXPENDITURES. 


Incidentals, 

$601  49 

Printing, 

95  50 

Repairs  of  school  houses  and  supplies, 

18  55 

Services  of  town  officers,  ' 

306  36 

State  Aid, 

306  00 

Public  schools, 

1809  09 

Fuel  for  town  hall,  &c., 

26  00 

Roads  and  Bridges, 

1048  57 

Support  of  poor, 

1920  00 

Total, 

$6131  56 

\ 
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The  Selectmen  also  report  that  the  liabilities  of  the  town 
known  to  them,  are  as  follows,  viz  : 


Due  town  officers,  by  estimation, 

“  Flora  Freeman  for  teaching, 
Amount  of  town  bonds  outstanding, 
u  “  “  notes,  “ 


$350  00 
96  00 
12498  00 
5950  19 


The  available  assets  so  far  as  known, 
are  as  follows,  viz  : 


$18894  19 


Taxes  uncollected,  $1831  48 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,  403  50 

Due  from  State,  for  state  aid  disbursed 

to  Jan.  1,  1878,  292  50 

- $2537  48 

Leaving  an  indebtedness  of  $16356  71 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Gustavus  B.  Williams,!  Selectmen 
Albert  W.  Gaskill,  >-  of 

Samuel  H.  Taft,  )  Mendon. 

Mendon,  March  4,  1878. 
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ROAD  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


Dr. 


Received  of  Selectmen  in  town  orders, 

for  old  plank,  powder  and  spikes 
sold, 


$1143  32 


2  62 


Cr. 

By  paying  Bartlett  &  Ellis,  1  cask  spikes, 

1  keg  powder  and  fuse, 

Charles  H.  Allen,  1  bill, 

Abel  Weatherhead,  1  bill, 

Seth  Staples,  2  bills, 

L.  P.  Cummings,  3  bills, 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  3  bills, 

G.  A.  Staples,  1  bill, 

Perry  Wood,  1  bill, 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  1  bill, 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  for  cash  paid  out, 
Parker  &  Gannett,  for  landside, 
Waterman  Taft,  3  bills, 

John  Robertson  Hayward,  1  bill, 
Luther  E.  Taft,  1  bill, 


$3 

00 

4 

85 

15 

97 

5 

10 

54 

82 

87 

67 

108 

23 

64 

20 

90 

55 

151 

65 

9 

56 

3 

25 

310 

68 

139 

04 

1 

80 

$1145  94 


Amount  paid  for  rep’g  roads  and  bridges,  $1050  37 

Paying  3  bills  for  repairs  of  guide  boards,  $14  75 
Amount  paid  for  shoveling,  and  for  clearing 

the  roads  of  snow,  80  00 


$1145  12 


Cash  balance  in  the  Road  Commissioners  hands, 
Spikes  and  fuse  not  used, 


$  82 
1  18 

$2  00 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


A.  W.  Gaskill, 

Waterman  Taft, 

John  Robertson  Hayward 


j 


Road 

Commissioners . 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  Mendon,  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1878,  submit  the  following 
report : — 

At  the  commencement  of  the  municipal  year  just  closed, 
Elijah  Penniman,  Freeman  Miles,  James  W.  Wilson,  Russell 
Harrington,  Edna  Harrington  and  her  child,  and  the  two  chil¬ 
dren  of  Delia  Harrington,  were  receiving  a  full  support  at 
Davis  HilPs ;  Whipple  Allen,  his  wife  and  two  children,  were 
receiving  support  in  Milford  ;  Charles  A.  Wilson  was  receiving 
a  full  support  in  Upton  ;  Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife,  having  a 
settlement  in  Uxbridge,  ^nd  Joanna  Crowley  and  five  chil¬ 
dren,  were  receiving  partial  support  at  their  homes  in  this 
town. 

March  6,  1877,  James  W.  Wilson  left  Mr.  HilPs,  and  ceased 
to  be  chargeable  there  for  the  present. 

March  24,  1877,  Russell  Harrington  left  Mr.  HilPs  and 
ceased  to  be  chargeable. 

°  t 

March  22,  1877,  Daniel  Cunningham,  residing  in  Milford, 
made  application  to  this  Board,  for  assistance  for  himself  and 
family,  which  was  granted  on  his  showing  of  having  acquired 
a  settlement  in  this  town. 

March  28,  1877,  the  Overseers  contracted  with  Davis  Hill, 
to  provide  for  and  take  care  of  all  paupers,  (Charles  A.  Wil¬ 
son  excepted,)  that  may  require  a  full  support,  during  one 
year  from  the  first  day  of  April  next,  for  $2  50  per  week,  for 
each  adult  pauper,  and  50  cents  per  week,  for  each  of  the 
three  Harrington  children,  so  long  as  they  remain  at  his  house. 

April  7,  1877,  Ezra  W.  Allen,  son  of  Whipple  and  Edner  Al¬ 
len,  was  placed  in  the  school  for  Idiotic  and  Feeble-minded 

Youth  at  South  Boston. 

3 
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April  10,  1877,  the  three  Harrington  children  were  remov¬ 
ed  from  Mr.  HilPs  to  the  Home  for  Little  Wanderers  in  Boston. 

May  12, 1877,  Whipple  Allen,  his  wife  and  their  son  Charles 
H.  Allen,  were  removed  from  Milford  to  Mr.  HilPs ;  Mr. 
Allen  and  wife  to  be  supported,  and  Charles  to  work  for  Mr.' 
Hill  for  his  board,  until  further  arrangements  are  made. 

May  25, 1877,  Lawrence  Wilber  came  to  Mr.  HilPs,  to  be 
supported. 

June  27,  1877,  Edna  Harrington  left  Mr.  HilPs,  and  ceased 
to  be  chargeable  for  the  present. 

About  the  first  of  Aug.,  1877,  the  Overseers  became  aware 
of  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  the  Law  of  1874, 
in  relation  to  women  gaining  settlements,  which  decision  sat¬ 
isfied  us  that  Catherine  Crowley  and  children  have  no  settle¬ 
ment  in  this  town  as  has  been  previously  supposed,  but  aid 
was  continued  four  weeks  longer  'by  leave  of  the  General 
Agent  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities,  and  charged  to  the 
Commonwealth. 

Sept.  10,  1877,  Charles  H.  Allen,  was  removed  from  Mr. 
HilPs  to  the  Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  in  Boston. 

Nov.  10,  1877,  Daniel  Harrington  applied  for  aid  for  him¬ 
self  and  son  Russell,  and  they  were  sent  to  Mr.  HilPs,  where 
they  remained  one  week,  during  which  time  a  tenement  was 
procured  for  them  in  the  house  of  Edward  Kirby  and  articles 
of  furniture  and  provision  furnished  sufficient  to  start  them 
in  housekeeping.  \ 

Nov.  24,  1877,  Nathan  Streeter,  being  lame  and  unable  to 
provide  for  himself,  became  chargeable  at  the  house  of  Wil¬ 
liam  E.  Barrows ;  his  settlement  is  probably  in  this  town,  the 
particulars  of  which  would  occupy  too  much  space  to  be  re¬ 
ported  here. 

Nov.  28,  1877,  Edna  Harrington  was  taken  sick,  and  became 
chargeable  at  Chloe  A.  Jefferson’s  in  Uxbridge,  where  she  had 
been  at  work  for  her  board  since  the  17th  of  August  last. 

Dec.  2,  1877,  Lawrence  Wilber  left  Mr.  HilPs,  and  ceased 
to  be  chargeable  for  the  present. 


19 


Dec.  21,  1877,  Edna  Harrington  started  for  Michigan,  and 
ceased  to  be  chargeable  here. 

Dec.  27,  1877,  Daniel  Cunningham  again  called  on  this 
Board  for  assistance  for  himself  and  family,  and  aid  has  been 
continued  to  the  present  time. 

Dec.  28,  1877.  After  a  lapse  of  several  months,  Joseph 
H.  Wood,  again  applied  for  aid  for  himself  and  wife,  and  Ux¬ 
bridge,  their  place  of  lawful  settlement,  was  duly  notified. 
Aid  is  still  continued. 

Jan.  31,  1878,  Delia  Harrington  gave  birth  to  an  illegiti¬ 
mate  male  child  in  Westboro’,  and  became  chargeable  there ; 
the  child  is  the  third  of  which  she  is  the  mother. 

Feb.  8,  1878,  Levi  L.  Smith  applied  to  this  Board  for  relief, 
which  was  granted,  and  the  town  of  Milford  duly  notified  and 
his  settlement  there  has  been  acknowledged. 

Feb.  16,  1878,  Delia  Harrington,  and  her  infant  child  were 
moved  from  Westboro’,  to  Mr.  Hill’s  to  be  supported  there. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 
following  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : — 

Bec’d.  of  A  H.  Allen,  balance  in  hands  of 

Overseers  of  last  year,  $  99 

on  9  town  orders,  drawn  at  dif- 

erent  times,  1920  00 

of  town  of  Northbridge,  for  sup¬ 
port  of  Adin  A.  Colvin  and 
family,  6  00 

of  Geo.  Miett,  for  wood,  25 

of  town  of  Blackstone,  for  funeral 
expenses  of  Hiram  C.  Pierson, 
and  aid  furnished  his  family,  47  28 

of  Eli  Bates  for  1  blanket  chg’ed 

in  O’Leary’s  bill,  Nov.  17,  ’77,  1  00 

- $1975  52 


The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  the  payment  of  the 
following  sums : — 


Paid  Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  Elijah  Penni- 


man,  under  contract  of  last  year, 

12|-  weeks,  at  $3  50  per  week, 

$  45  00 

under  new  contract,  39f-  weeks 

at 

$2  50  per  week, 

98  22 

for  clothing  and  shoes  for  Elijah 

Penniman, 

5  14 

Dr.  Metcalf,  for  medicine  for  Elijah 

Penniman, 

1  00 

$149  36 


Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  Freeman  Miles, 
under  contract  of  last  year,  12|-  w’ks, 
at  $3  50  per  week, 

under  new  contract,  39f  weeks,  at  $2  50 
per  week, 

Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  Lawrence  Wil¬ 
ber,  26f  weeks,  at  $2  50  per  week, 
for  shoes  and  clothing,  for  Lawrence 
Wilber, 

Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  James  W. 
Wilson,  9^  weeks,  under  contract  of 
last  year,  at  $3  50  per  week, 
for  clothing,  shoes  and  cash  fur¬ 
nished  James  W.  Wilson, 

Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  Russell  Har¬ 
rington,  11^  weeks,  under  contract 
of  last  year,  at  $3  00  per  week, 

Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  Edna  Harring¬ 
ton,  and  the  three  Harrington  child’n, 
under  contract  of  last  year,  12|  w’ks, 
at  $7  00  per  week, 


$45  00 
98  22 

-  $143  22 

$67  14 
11  50 

-  $78  64 

$32  00 
6  70 

-  $38  70 

$35  14 


$90  00 


SI 


Paid  Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  Edna  Harring¬ 
ton,  10^  weeks,  under  new  contract, 
at  $2  50  per  week,  $26  07 

Knowlton’s  bill,  for  hat  and  hose  for 

Edna  Harrington,  2  00 

M.  E.  Rice’s  bill,  for  goods  for  Edna 

Harrington,  2  83 

Overseers  of  Poor,  for  cash  furnished 

Edna  Harrington,  3  00 

Chloe  A.  Jefferson,  for  clothing,  and 
the  care  of  Edna  Harrington,  when 

she  was  sick  at  her  house,  15  00 

-  $48  90 

Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  the  three  Har¬ 
rington  children,  1 %  w’ks,  under  new 
contract,  at  50  cents  per  week  for 


each  child,  $  2  14 

for  clothing  for  Harrington  children,  8  25 

for  three  journeys  and  expense  in 
getting  place,  and  removing  Harring¬ 
ton  children  to  Boston,  ,18  00 

Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  for  receiv¬ 
ing  Harrington  children,  60  00 

R.  G.  Toles,  for  pictures  of  Harrington 

children. .  1  00 

-  $89  39 

Day  is  Hill,  for  boarding  Daniel  and 
Russell  Harrington,  one  w’k  at  $2  50 
per  week,  each,  $5  00 

Eli  Bates,  for  sundries  for  Daniel  Har¬ 
rington,  charged  in  two  bills,  4  18 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  for  sundries  for  Daniel 

Harrington,  2  64 

Bartlett  &  Ellis,  for  axes  for  Daniel 

Harrington,  2  20 

H.  L.  Patrick,  for  provision  for  Daniel 

Harrington,  '  2  06 
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raid  O’Leary,  for  blankets  and  ticking  for 

Daniel  Harrington,  $4  20 

Edward  Kirby,  for  rent  for  Daniel  Har¬ 
rington,  from  Nov.  18,  ’77,  to  March 
1,1878,  6  67 

Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  Delia  Harring¬ 
ton,  one  week  at  $2  50  per  week,  $  2  50 
for  shawl  and  thread  for  Delia  Har¬ 
rington,  charged  in  M.  E.  Dice’s  bill,  1  06 

•  O’Leary’s  bill,  for  goods  for  Delia  Har¬ 
rington,  76 

Eli  Bates,  for  cash  furnished  Delia  Har¬ 
rington,  to  buy  shoes  for  herself  and 
girl,  2  00 

Eli  Bates,  for  moving  Delia  Harrington 

and  child,  from  Westboro’,  to  Mr.  Hill’s,  1  50 
Town  of  Westboro’,  for  aid  rendered 
Delia  Harrington,  22  50 

express  on  bundle  to  Westboro’,  20 


Davis  Hill,  for  boarding  Whipple  Allen 
and  wife,  33f-  weeks,  at  $2  50  per  w’k, 
for  each,  $167  14 

E.  A.  &  L.  A.  Cook,  for  wood  for  Whip-  . 

pie  Allen,  2  bills,  5  88 

Samuel  Gaskill,  for  wood  for  Whipple 
Allen,  1  75 

P.  Lynch,  for  lamp  for  Whipple  Allen,  40 

George  Miett,  for  rent  for  Whipple 
Allen,  9  60 

J.  H.  Putnam,  for  groceries  for  Whipple 
Allen,  19  37 

Knight  &  Birch,  for  meat  for  Whipple 
Allen,  12  50 

A.  W.  Judson,  for  milk  for  Whipple 
Allen,  4  38 


$26  95 


$30  52 
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Paid  for  shoes  for  Mr.  &Mrs.  Whipple  Allen, 


2  bills, 

for  repairing  shoes  for  Mrs.  Whipple 

$1  25 

Allen, 

for  2-|-  yds.  cotton  flannel  for  Mrs. 

65 

Whipple  Allen,  x 

balance  on  lamp  for  Mrs.  Whipple 

31 

Allen, 

05' 

woman  for  washing  for  Whipple  Allen, 
Eli  Bates,  for  moving  Whipple  Allen’s 

1  00 

family  from  Milford,  to  Mr.  HilPs, 

Dr.  Fay’s  bill  for  examination  of  Whip- 

3  00 

pie  Allen  and  wife,  Nov.  5,  1875, 

Dr.  Metcalf,  for  medical  attendance  to 

2  00 

Whipple  Allen, 

School  for  Idiotic  and  Feeble-minded 

1  00 

$230  28 

Youth,  acct.  of  Ezra  W.  Allen, 

$45  25 

exp.  on  bundle  sent  to  Ezra  W.  Allen, 

i 

Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  for  receiv- 

50 

$45  75 

ing  Charles  H.  Allen, 

$20  00 

for  clothing  for  Charles  H.  Allen, 

5  30 

for  picture  of  C.  H.  Allen, 

35 

for  journey  and  expense  to  Boston, 

with  Charles  H.  Allen, 

5  50 

Wm.  E.  Barrows,  for  boarding  Nathan 

$31  15 

Streeter  5|-  weeks  at  $2  50  per  week, 
H.  A.  Aldrich,  for  goods  furnished  Jo- 

$14  28 

anna  Crowley,  2  bills, 

E.  F.  Chapin  &  Co.,  for  goods  furnish- 

$72  00 

ed  Joanna  Crqwley, 

B.  F.  Aldrich,  for  wood  for  Joanna 

3  00 

Crowley, 

Jonathan  Pickering,  for  wood  for  Mrs. 

4  25 

Crowley, 

2  00 

$1  00 


H 

Paid  Eli  Bates,  for  drawing  same, 

Eli  Bates,  for  half  cord  small  wood  for 

Mrs.  Crowley,  1  50 

-  $83  75 

P.  Lynch,  for  goods  furnished  Daniel 

Cunningham,  2  bills,  $28  00 

for  wood  for  Dan’l  Cunningham,  2  bills,  12  62 

-  $40  62 

Mrs.  Bosworth,  for  nursing  and  care  of 

Charles  A.  Wilson,  10*bills,  $283  71 

Town  of  Upton  for  support  of  Charles 

A.  Wilson,  16  00 

Dr.  Geo.  W.  Ward,  for  medical  attend¬ 
ance  to  Charles  A.  Wilson,  12  00 

- -  $311  71 

$65  00 
$45  00 
$3  00 

$8  21 


1877,  at  50  cents  for  each, 

$191  50 

Davis  Hill,  for  feeding  and  lodging  171 
tramps,  from  Mar.  5, 1877,  till  lock-up 

was  finished, 

85  50 

E.  A.  &  L.  A.  Cook,  for  coal  for  lock-up, 

1  56 

O’Leary,  for  blankets  for  lock-up, 

4  50 

A.  W.  Judson,  for  crackers  for  tramps, 

2  bills, 

11  96 

A.  W.  Judson,  for  wood  for  lock-up, 

4  87 

A.  W.  Judson,  for  coal  for  lock-up,  * 

7  00 

Commonwealth,  for  support  of  Michael 
Wallace,  at  Reform  School, 

Overseers  of  Poor,  for  cash  furnished 
Joseph  H.  Wood,  for  aid, 

Sumner  Ballou,  for  goods  furnished 
Levi  L.  Smith, 

Horace  H.  Parkhurst,  for  support  of 
Sarah  Wales,  from  Sept.  20,  1876,  to 
Oct.  13,  1876, 

Davis  Hill,  for  feeding  and  lodging  383  . 
tramps,  from  April  1,  1876,  to  Mar.  5, 
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Paid  A.  W.  Judson,  for  straw  for  bunks,  and 

kindlings, 

Eli  Bates,  for  pail,  dipper,  and  broom, 

$1  50 

for  lock-up, 

67 

$309  06 

for  stove  for  paupers  room  at  Mr.  Hill’s, 
for  53}  yds.  sheeting  at  9  cents  per  yd. 

$  5  00 

for  use  of  paupers, 

4  84 

for  blankets  for  use  of  paupers,  2  bills, 

• 

E.  P.  Gaskill,  for  postage,  stationery, 

4  50 

$14  34 

and  express  paid, 

E.  P.  Gaskill,  for  services  as  Overseer 

$  2  87 

of  Poor,  for  1877, 

Eli  Bates,  for  services  as  Overseer  of 

25  00 

$27  87 

Poor,  for  1877, 

Charles  Fletcher,  for  stationery,  and 

$10  00 

services  as  Overseer  of  Poor,  for  1877, 

$4  45 

SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS. 

Received  of  A.  H.  Allen, 

$  99 

u 

on  Town  Orders, 

1920  00 

(( 

of  Town  of  Northbridge 

6  00 

u, _ 

11  Blackstone, 

47  28 

(( 

George  Miett, 

25 

<( 

u  Eli  Bates, 

1  00 

$1975  52 
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SUMMARY  OF  PAYMENTS. 


Paid  for 

support  of  Elijah  Penniman, 

$149  36 

u 

ii 

ii 

11  Freeman  Miles, 

143  22 

u 

ii 

ii 

11  Lawrence  Wilber, 

78  64 

u 

it 

ti 

u  James  W.  Wilson, 

38  70 

ll 

n 

ii 

11  Eussell  Harrington, 

35  14 

ll 

u 

u 

il  Edna  Harrington  and 

the  three  Harrington 

children, 

90  00 

ll 

a 

u 

u  Edna  Harrington, 

48  90 

a 

a 

ll 

11  the  three  Harrington 

children, 

89  39 

n 

ii 

ll 

11  Daniel  Harrington,  and 

his  son  Russell, 

26  95 

ti 

u 

ll 

u  Delia  Harrington, 

30  52 

a 

it 

ll 

u  Whipple  Allen  and  wife, 

230  28 

u 

ti 

ll 

11  Ezra  W.  Allen, 

45  75 

it 

ii 

ll 

“  Charles  H.  Allen, 

3115 

u 

it 

ll 

“  Nathan  Streeter, 

14  28 

ll 

u 

ll 

11  Joanna  Crowley, 

83  75 

a 

ii 

ll 

“  Daniel  Cunningham 

40  62 

ti 

it 

ll 

11  Charles  A.  Wilson, 

311  71 

u 

ii 

ll 

11  Michael  Wallace, 

65  00 

u 

ii 

ll 

11  Joseph  H.  Wood, 

45  00 

it 

a 

ll 

u  Levi  L.  Smith, 

3  00 

u 

a 

ll 

u  Sarah  Wales, 

8  21 

ll 

ti 

ll 

“  Tramps, 

309  06 

ll 

it 

stove, 

sheeting  and  blankets, 

14  34 

ll 

it 

Overseers’  services, 

39  40 

ll 

u 

postage,  stationery,  and  express, 

2  72 

$1975  09 

Leaving 

a  balance  in  hands  of  Overseers,  of 

43 

$1975  52 
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There  is  due  from  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  $48  00 

“  “  from  the  town  of  Milford,  3  00 

“  u  from  Mrs.  Wallace,  65  00 

“  u  from  Commonwealth,  12  00 

-  $128,  00 


The  whole  amount  paid  for  support  of  Poor  is  $1975  09 


Deduct  what  was  due  D.  Hill,  for  support 

of  Paupers  to  Mar.  1,  1877,  $184  50 

■ 

Deduct  what  was  due  D.  Hill,  for  support 

of  tramps  to  Mar.  5,  1877,  191  50 

Deduct  for  paid  Horace  H.  Parkhurst  for 

support  of  Sarah  Wales,  in  1876,  .  8  21 

Deduct  for  paid  Dr.  Fay  for  examination 

of  Whipple  Allen  and  wife  in  1875,  2  00 


Deduct  charged  in  Dr.  Ward’s  bill  pre¬ 
vious  to  Mar.  1,  1877,  2  25 


Deduct  due  from  various  sources,  as  re¬ 
ported,  less  $3  00,  due  from  Uxbridge  re¬ 
ported  last  year, 


Add  whatls  due  Davis  Hill,  by  estimation, 
for  support  of  paupers  to  March  4,  1878, 


125  00 

-  $513  46 

$1461  63 


$93  92 


Add  what  is  due  A.  W.  Judson,  by  estima¬ 
tion,  for  care  of  tramps,  to  Mar,  4,  1878,  27  00 

-  $120  92 


And  it  makes  the  cost  of  supporting  the 
Poor,  for  the  year  ending  Mar.  4,  1878, 


$1582  55 
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The  cost  of  furnishing  tramps  at  lock-up,  including  nothing 
but  crackers  and  fuel  actually  consumed,  and  Mr.  Judson’s  fee, 
as  near  as  we  can  estimate,  is  18  cents  for  each. 

There  is  now  on  hand,  and  at  the  disposal  of  the  Town,  ar¬ 
ticles  bought  for  use  at  lock-up,  for  use  of  Daniel  Harington, 
and  paupers  supported  at  Mr.  HilPs,  (aside  from  personal 
clothing,)  that  cost  when  purchased,  about  $32  00. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


Mendon,  March  4,  1878. 
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